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ANNUAL  REPORT  for  1913. 


To 

The  Chairman  and  members  of 

The  Urban  District  Council  of  Ellesmere. 


Gentlemen , 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  1913  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Urban  District  of 
Ellesmere . 

1.  The  Urban  District  of  Ellesmere  is  a market  town 
situated  in  north-west  Shropshire,  occupying  an  area  ef  1204 
acres.  The  population  at  the  census  of  1911  was  1946.  It 
is  now  estimated  at  1960  approximately.  The  inhabitants  are 
mainly  dependent  on  agriculture,  there  being  no  manufactures 
of  any  importance. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

1.  WATER  SUPPLY.  The  town  is  supplied  with  water  from 
the  Liverpool  main.  Most  of  the  houses  have  the  water  laid 
on;  the  others  are  supplied  by  stand  pipes. 

2.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.  The  Tetchill  brook  receives  the 
sewage  outflow  at  a point  about  one  mile  from  the  town.  As 
a technical  offence  has  been  committed  under  the  Rivers 
Pollution  Act  the  Shropshire  County  Council  have  insisted  on 
the  adoption  of  a new  system  of  Sewage  Disposal. 


3.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.  It  is  unnecessary  to  go  into 
details  concerning  the  present  system  of  drainage  and  sewerage 
as  a new  system  is  to  be  adopted.  Mr.  Beckett's  scheme  has 
been  selected  and  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
approval.  In  the  meantime  negotiations  are  pending  for  the 
acquisition  of  the  necessary  land. 


4.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  There  are  four  privies  in  the 
town  and  sixteen  in  the  outskirts.  They  are  periodically 
emptied  and  their  contents  disposed  of  in  a manner  not 
prejudicial  to  the  public  health.  All  the  larger  houses  are 

provided  with  flush  out  water  closets.  The  remainder  are 
provided  with  pan  closets  of  a good  type,  but  have  no  water 
laid  on.  for  flushing  purposes.  This  is  a serious  defect. 

The  pans  in  very  many  cases  are  allowed  to  become  very  dirty, 
the  drains  are  apt  to  become  choked  with  paper  and  the  closets 
are  not  flushed  out  by  hand  regularly.  There  is  here,  a 
distinct  menace  to  the  Public  Health.  The  remedy  is  obvious 
and  ought  to  be  applied  as  soon  as  possible. 

No  conversions  of  privies  to  water  closets  have  been  made 
during  the  year. 


5.  SCAVENGING.  No  public  scavenging  is  undertaken  by  the 
Sanitary  Authority.  For  the  most  part  refuse  is  tipped  into 

open  receptacles.  These  are  periodically  emptied  on  to  a 

refuse  heap  situated  just  outside  the  town.  The  whole 

arrangement  is  bad.  The  receptacles  in  many  cases  are  badly 

built,  in  some  cases  there  are  none,  and  sanitary  refuse  bins 
are  seldom  to  be  seen.  The  cleaning  out  of  receptacles  is 
left  entirely  to  the  tenants  and  is  often  irregularly  and 


1 


perfunctorily  done.  The  common  refuse  heap  is  in  my  opinion 
too  near  the  town.  The  whole  system  of  disposal  of  refuse 
should  be  carefully  considered  and  a scheme  of  scavenging 
evolved  worthy  of  the  dignity  of  the  town. 


6.  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  DISTRICT.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  made  12  inspections  of  workshops  during  the 
year  and  16  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops.  Tabular 
statements  of  work  done  are  appended. 


7.  PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS' 

There  are  no  lodging  houses,  offensive  trades,  or  under- 
ground sleeping  rooms.  There  are  two  underground  bakehouses 
which  are  certificated  as  suitable  and  are  regularly  inspected. 
The  canal  boats  are  under  the  control  of  the  Canal  Inspector  and 
are  all  registered. 


8.  SCHOOLS . These  are  in  good  sanitary  condition.  The 
medical  inspection  of  school  children  is  under  the  control  of 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  There  is  no  provision 
for  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  and  physical  defects  revealed 
by  inspection. 


9.  FOOD: 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY:  There  are  no  regulations  in  force. 

The  number  of  cowkeepers  and  milk  sellers  on  the  Register  is  8. 
The  sanitary  condition  of  milk  shops  and  cowhouses  is  satis- 
factory. They  are  regularly  inspected.  As  the  consumer  is 
in  most  cases  supplied  direct  from  the  Dairy  Farmer,  the 
conditions  of  supply  are  unexceptionable. 

(b)  OTHER  FOODS:  No  routine  inspection  is  practised. 

There  are  four  slaughter-houses  on  the  register.  They  are 
frequently  inspected  and  are  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

No  carcases  have  been  condemned  for  Tuberculosis. 

(c)  SALE  OF  FOODS  & DRUGS  ACT  There  have  been  no 
prosecutions  under  this  Act. 


10.  HOUSING . Under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  six 
houses  have  been  inspected.  None  were  found  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation.  No  closing 
orders  had  to  be  made. 

The  defects  in  general  were  due  to  faulty  ventilation, 
bad  closet  accommodation,  and  bad  paving  of  yards. 

A Tabular  statement  of  the  work  is  appended. 

No  cases  of  overcrowding  have  come  under  notice  during  the 

year . 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  ACUTE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  notifiable  infectious  diseases  occurring  in  the  district 
during  the  year  were  as  follows: 

Erysipelas  2.  Scarlet  Fever  19. 

The  outbreak  of  Scarlet  fever  occurred  during  the  autumn 
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months  of  the  year.  The  disease  was  of  a very  mild  type. 

There  is  no  isolation  hospital  to  which  cases  of  infectious 
disease  can  be  sent.  Satisfactory  isolation  is  well  nigh 
impossible  in  the  homes  of  the  poor  and  I that  the  time 

is  not  far  distant  when  a hospital  for  isolation  and  treatment 
will  be  provided.  Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  sanitary 
inspector  and  the  Wem  Steam  Disinfecting  apparatus  may  be  had 
for  use  when  necessary 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Tubercular  disease  notified  to  me 
during  the  year  is  as  follows 

Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs.  3. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis.  2. 

Each  case  is  visited  and  advice  given  as  to  the  prevention 
of  spread  of  the  disease.  In  the  event  of  death  taking  place, 
the  bedding  is  destroyed.  Pending  the  introduction  of  the 
County  Tuberculosis  scheme,  no  further  steps  have  been  taken. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


No  deaths  have  occurred  among  infants  belonging  to  the 
district  under  the  age  of  12  months.  It  is  seldom  that  one 
can  make  a statement  so  satisfactory. 


The  certified  midwives  in  the  district  are  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  notification  of  Births  Act  has  not  so  far  been  adopted 
and  I have  seen  no  particular  reason  to  recommend  its  adoption. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


During  the  year  there  have  been  44  births  in  the  district 
viz*’-  22  boys  and  22  girls.  The  birth  rate  is  21.93  per 

thousand  which  is  an  increase  on  the  previous  year.  The 

number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was  38.  Of  these 
20  were  those  of  non-residents  which  leaves  18  belonging  to 
the  district  to  which  must  be  added  3 deaths  of  residents  not 

registered  in  the  district.  The  death  rate  is  11.22  per  1000 

slightly  higher  than  that  of  the  previous  year.  Of  these 
deaths,  1 occurred  between  the  age  of  2 and  5,  1 betv/een  5 and 
15,  1 between  15  and  25,  1 between  25  and  45,  5 between  45  and 
65,  12  over  the  age  of  65.  The  causes  of  death  reveal  nothing 
of  interest. 

In  conclusion  I beg  to  state  that  on  the  whole  the  conditions 
of  life  in  your  district  are  healthy,  and,  apart  from  the  points 
to  which  I have  drawn  attention  regarding  scavenging,  and  water 
closets  without  water,  the  general  state  of  affairs  in  regard  to 
the  Public  Health  Is  satisfactory. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
W.  SIBBALD  SCOTT. 
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